





She started off dancing in local
shows at the Kips Bay Boys Club. “The Kips
Bay Bad Boys and Girls Club,” quips rapper
Big Pun, a friend who remembers Jennifer
from the 'hood. “| remember her once in ‘My
Fair Lady. She played a hobo or a bum, a
poor kid, wearing little knickers," says Arlene
Rodriguez, Lopez's best friend from second
grade who is now her personal assistant and
constant companion. “She wasn't the star
but she was the one who stood out. She
was always good at everything”

In her late teens, against the
protests of her protective parents, Lopez
took off for Europe to dance in a traveling
Broadway variety show. A few years later,
she became a Fly Girl on the Wayans
Brothers' comedy series when Rosie Perez,
then a choreographer, noticed Jennifer out
of 2,000 applicants. Next came the big
screen. Her first role in a critically
acclaimed film was in Gregory Nava's “Mi
Familia" in 1995. Her first major Hollywood
movie break came in the same year when
she landed the role of a curvaceous subway
cop in “Money Train” with Wesley Snipes.
Now, barely five years later, she's the most
talked about actress (not just Latina
actress, mind you) in the country. “l just
have a dream, you know?" Lopez says.

But did her dream ever include
the kind of man who would get her name
into the tabloids as a gun moll? “Look at the
trouble you got me into” Lopez reportedly
sobbed at Puffy when they were taken down
to the station that night in December. “Puffy
is extremely influential in Jennifer's life;” says
SW Network's gossip columnist, Flo
Anthony. “Puffy plays a big part in everything
she does. For example, if she asks him
whether she should wear a black dress or a
white dress to the Grammys and he says
trash the white one, Jennifer is wearing that
black dress

“They've both seen adversity,
Anthony adds, “and just because she hasn't
been through everything that he's been
through in terms of dealings with the law,
doesn't mean that they both aren't from
the hood."

Will Jennifer Lopez, homegirl,
weather this storm? “There's a bigger purpose
to my success' Lopez says confidently. “I
know what | represent, and things still have
to get better, and I'm not going to stop
working. All in due time."



